21 November 2018

CECA North West
NEWS DIGEST FROM CECA NORTH WEST
Welcome to this round up of news from CECA North West. If there are any items you wish to include, please let
me know. If you would like to contact me, or wish to arrange a meeting, I can be reached via email:
guy.lawson@cecanw.co.uk or mobile 07703 585027.

Civil Engineering Contractors’ Association North West news
Contact details
The office address is: CECA North West, The White House, Wilderspool Business Park, Greenalls Avenue,
Warrington WA4 6HL Email: guy.lawson@cecanw.co.uk; Tel: 07703 585027. Although the office is not manned
full time, I can be contacted on the above email and mobile number. We are also on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/CECANW
Free and discounted services for members – what can we do for you?
CECA NW always wants to make sure it delivers the services that members want. So, please tell us what your
priorities are. We are always looking for ways to enhance the services CECA NW offers to members, which
currently include:
•
Legal services (see below)
•
Training
•
Tendering support
•
Market intelligence
•
Lobbying
But, please contact Guy Lawson if there are any specific areas where we can be of assistance.
CECA NW Legal Advice Service
Willow Contracts has provided very high quality advice to CECA NW members over the last year – and their
support and expertise for legal and contractual matters is highly recommended. The email address exclusively
for members is CECAsupport@willowcontracts.co.uk and this will automatically contact Chris Hutchinson and
his colleague. For the telephone service, the dedicated number is 01924 919392. In the event that the call
cannot be taken any voicemail left is automatically routed to Chris’s mobile phone. Call costs I am advised are
at standard rates.
Tendering workshops
Members are invited to contact Guy Lawson for 1-2-1 tendering workshops, where he will advise on PQQs and
ITTs, eg on how to present socio-economic and CSR data as effectively as possible. This is a free service to
CECA NW members. Please contact him at the above number or email.

Story Contracting Rail England joins CECA
I am delighted to welcome Story Contracting Rail England into membership of CECA.
CECA NW – the NEW video!
Please find a link to the 2018 CECA NW video – aimed at promoting careers in the industry. It is now
available on YouTube: https://youtu.be/r6ieFJ2LAPQ
CECA NW in the news:
Comment on the Moorside/NuGen announcement
https://www.lep.co.uk/news/business/fylde-mp-says-battle-for-new-nuclear-plant-will-go-on-19434922
https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/news/local-leaders-vow-to-fight-on-as-toshiba-quits-moorside/
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/contractors-demand-answers-about-moorside-nuclearplant/10037017.article
http://www.infrastructure-intelligence.com/article/nov-2018/plans-new-cumbrian-nuclear-powerstation-dealt-potentially-fatal-blow
http://www.constructionenquirer.com/2018/11/08/toshiba-scraps-15bn-moorside-nuclear-station-plan/
Working Rule Agreement
Hard copies or a pdf version of the new edition of the Working Rule Agreement are available to CECA
NW members free of charge. Please contact Guy Lawson to order your copy.
CIHT, CECA+ACE joint Young Professional's Christmas Social, Manchester, Friday 30 November 2018
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ciht-ceca-ace-pn-nw-young-professionals-christmas-party-tickets51436232155
CECA Annual Conference, Tuesday 4 December 2018
Book your tickets now: https://www.ceca.co.uk/work-programme/national-conference/
CECA NW meeting with Cumbria County Council, Wednesday 12 December, 14.00-16.00
A meeting for CECA NW members has been arranged with Stephen Hall and the council’s Highways &
Transport team, North Lakes Hotel, Penrith. Interested parties should contact Guy Lawson.
Three early dates for your diary:
CECA North by NW Dinner, Penrith, Thursday 23 May 2019
CECA NW Annual Golf Day, Leigh Golf Club, Thursday 27 June 2019
CECA NW annual awards dinner, Manchester, Friday 11 October 2019
Sponsoring the Civil Engineering Challenge
We are sponsoring resource packs to enable scouts and guides to achieve the Civil Engineering badge,
developed by Pippa Higgins of Vinci. Please let me know if you would like more information. We are now
funding over twenty groups to undertake the civil engineering challenge.

Training & Development
Legal Breakfast Seminars
We are now planning the 2019 programme of legal breakfast seminars with Geraldine Fleming. I would
like to finalise this in the next few weeks, so please let me know as soon as possible if there are any
topics you would like us to include.
NW Contractors’ Training Group – free for all CECA NW members
The Group provides access to CITB funding to support training, and its members receive free or
substantially discounted training. If you are interested in joining the Group, please let Gill Steele know:
mgtpsteele@hotmail.co.uk Please could CECA NW members advise their Training Managers of this
opportunity. The next meeting is on Thursday 29 November at Bamber Bridge. Please contact Gill to
book your place.
Skills Gap Bridging Opportunity for Ex-offenders: Ground Worker Leading to Plant Operative
CPUK Civils & Remediation has set up a session to interview pre-trained candidates on 5 December
2018, at HMP Wigan. Interested parties should contact Guy Lawson or CPUK.
CECA Employment Law and Taxation seminar, 29 November 2018
A seminar with Liz Bridge and Gerry Lean is taking place:
https://www.ceca.co.uk/wales/event/employment-law-and-taxation-issues-2/
CITB Employer Update
http://elink-eu.azuresend.com/m/023a3170cc3440b2b5de2b317aba2411/610813C4/A6E289F7/102018n
Merseyside and Cheshire Construction Safety Group 2017-18 programme
https://mccsgonline.wordpress.com/programme-2017-2018/
These events are run by MCCSG, so you would need to book places with them, rather than via CECA NW.
A New Standard for Collaborative Business Relationships for Engineering & Construction Companies
Would members be interested in a workshop on ISO 44001? Please let me know if it would be something
you would like CECA NW to arrange.
Looking to recruit ex-services personnel? http://www.forward-assist.com/
Fairness, Inclusion and Respect Programme (FIR) update
More introduction to FIR workshops are being run, plus Ambassador training session, and Ambassador
coaching sessions. If any of this is of interest and you want your organisation to get involved or build on
its existing activity then please do get in touch: Tolu Oke, T: 020 7697 1985; M: 07469 159 788
FIR Training and Project Manager, E: Tolu@supplychainschool.co.uk
FIR Toolkit: https://www.supplychainschool.co.uk/default/fairness-inclusion-and-respect/firtoolkit.aspx
GoConstruct
A campaign by CITB to attract more entrants to the industry: https://www.goconstruct.org/en/
GoConstruct has also produced a new infrastructure video which can be viewed here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98rc8Ac-mF4

Policy & Industry Affairs
CECA: Too many frameworks don’t work
Contractors are being hit as too many frameworks are failing to deliver expected work, while putting
firms through unneeded extra bids to secure projects. That is the key finding of CECA’s year-long study
into the use of frameworks. Members told CECA that, for their frameworks:
•
71 % frequently reported less than anticipated workloads.
•
64% indicated a regular lack of workload visibility.
•
56% reported it is common for frameworks to have unnecessary second competitions.
•
54% said frameworks frequently favoured lowest cost over quality.
In order to start the drive forward towards best practice, CECA worked with its members and others in
industry to develop a series of recommendations for infrastructure clients:
•
Frameworks to be based around a clear valued work bank with a commitment to deliver work in the
framework.
•
Once established, frameworks must be used by customers.
•
Frameworks to deliver a specified minimum value of work for all participants with subsequent work
distributed on quality of tender performance and delivery.
•
The number of companies on a framework should be proportionate and balanced in relation to the
framework’s value and the number and type of projects available.
•
Customers should refrain from using multiple frameworks for greater flexibility which comes at the
expense of increased uncertainty for the supply chain.
•
More use should be made of limited requests for tenders from a select number of suppliers,
contractors or service providers in order to reduce the time and cost of the selection process.
•
Framework operators should only consider the use of mini competitions if there is a clear
commercial reason for doing so.
•
Frameworks must recognise SME specialisms and expertise.
•
PQQs for frameworks should adopt proposals being developed by industry for a single industry
standard approach.
CECA: Retentions
In 2013, following consultation with members, CECA signed up to support the delivery of Construction
2025. This included delivering on a commitment to the complete abolition of cash retentions by 2025.
CECA is now working with other industry representatives to deliver these objectives and we would like
to form a short working group to generate updated evidence to feed into this workstream. If you would
like to be part of this then please email marieclaudehemming@ceca.co.uk
CECA H&S Forum meeting - 28th November 2018, IMechE, London
All CECA members are welcome to attend – please advise Peter Crosland for details:
petercrosland@ceca.co.uk
A46 Stage One Corridor Study
This summary outlines Midlands Connect's 20-year improvement plan for the A46 – one of the country’s
most important trade routes. Midlands Connect has released the first ever improvement plan for the
entire A46 corridor, with a 20-year vision to future-proof the route and boost the national economy. The
A46 corridor stretches for 155 miles from Gloucestershire to Lincolnshire, is home to 5.5 million people
and 2.9 million jobs, with an economic output of £115 billion a year, equivalent to 9% of the English
economy.
https://www.midlandsconnect.uk/publications/a46-stage-one-corridor-study-summaryreport/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=November%20Newsletter&utm_content=November%20News
letter+CID_d7274f507aa28a7033b20c2aaab5a899&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=here

HS2 opens race for £435m Birmingham Curzon St station
HS2 has begun the search for a construction team to deliver the design-and-build package for
Birmingham’s Curzon Street station worth up to £435m. The contract has an estimated value of between
£355m and £435m. Early works contractors are on site in the centre of Birmingham preparing for main
construction works. The new Curzon Street station is described as the first new intercity station built in
the UK since the 19th century. Featuring 400 m-long platforms to accommodate the high-speed services,
the station will include seven platforms in 2026 when the first phase of HS2 is expected to open.
Grayling: leaving the EU will allow the UK to “set its own standards”
Transport Secretary, Chris Grayling has told peers that breaking away from the EU will mean the UK can
rip up the rule book and set its own standards when it comes to sectors like rail and sees no reason why
the country should be made to abide by European regulations. His comments were made to the Lords EU
Internal Market sub-committee where he set out potential EU-UK transport arrangements.
Turner & Townsend UK Market Intelligence Q3 2018:
Contractors report order book increases but Brexit uncertainty prevails. Despite a welcome return to
growth in the second quarter of 2018, UK construction output remains subdued. Key facts:
• UK contractors report a 23.4 percentage point increase in order books despite subdued growth
• Surveyed contractors expect construction materials costs to rise by 5.3 percent in next 12
months
• Dublin construction market booming as London faces Brexit uncertainty and potential major
occupier relocations
http://www.turnerandtownsend.com/en/insights/uk-market-intelligence-q3-2018-contractors-reportorder-book-increases-but-brexit-uncertainty-prevails/
New director for Heathrow
Heathrow has announced that Emma-Jane Houghton will be joining the airport as delivery commercial
director for expansion in February 2019. Houghton will be joining Heathrow from KPMG, where she
worked as a director for the infrastructure advisory group since January 2014, working on collaborative
partnerships, alliances and joint ventures. Chartered quantity surveyor Houghton previously also worked
at both Mott MacDonald and Turner & Townsend in their infrastructure divisions.
Jesse Norman: new Transport Minister
Conservative Member of Parliament for Hereford and South Herefordshire, Jesse Norman has been
appointed as the new transport minister.
Andrew Jones: new Rail Minister
Andrew Jones has been announced as the new rail minister following Jo Johnson’s resignation. Mr Jones,
who was elected as MP for Harrogate and Knaresborough in 2010, served as the parliamentary private
secretary to former transport secretary Justine Greening from May 2015 to June 2017. He subsequently
served as exchequer secretary to the Treasury until January this year.
MoD £15bn defence estate pipeline
The Ministry of Defence plans to spend £4bn optimising its defence estate as part of its latest £15bn
five-year procurement pipeline. The MoD’s estates management arm the Defence Infrastructure
Organisation (DIO) has announced schemes covering the next five financial years. Among these is the
defence estate optimisation programme, which aims to help deliver a 30 per cent reduction in the MoD’s
built estate by 2040. The programme will also release surplus land to support wider government targets,
and see £1bn of capital disposals by 2021.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7
48581/20180808-Procurement_Plan_FINAL.pdf

HS2 reveals HS2 Crewe Link £1.6bn civils procurement
HS2 has outlined plans to split the proposed West Midlands to Crewe section of the high speed railway
into two civils contract packages. Procurement chiefs said they are still keeping procurement options
open with the possibility of running a competition between its four existing phase one joint venture
contractors instead of prequalifying a fresh field of bidders.
A current market testing exercise will help to inform the decision about which procurement route to
take later next year.
The 39km southern section of the HS2a route is expected to cost up to £870m while the shorter 28km
northern section including two short tunnels is estimated to cost up to £750m to build.
The procurement process could start by the third quarter of next year, with bids being invited in the
first quarter of 2020, and the winning bidder announced by spring 2021. Design work for phase 2a is
expected to begin next year, with construction scheduled to start as early as 2021.
Costain CEO is new ICE president
It is essential for civil engineers to embrace the use of technology and to deliver greater value for
money for customers, Costain chief executive Andrew Wyllie said in his inaugural address as he assumed
the 2018-19 presidency of the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE).
Highways England reveals Routes to Market Regional Delivery Partnership
Highways England has confirmed its 15 partner contractors to deliver up to £8.7bn worth of work on
England’s motorways and major A roads.
Delivery Integration Partners:
Projects up to £100m
• South West & Midlands – £200m – Geoffrey Osborne; Griffiths/Farrans JV
• South East & East – £350m – John Graham Construction; Volker Fitzpatrick
• North West, North East, Yorkshire & Humber – £200m – Amey Sir Robert McAlpine JV; North
Midland Construction
Projects above £100m
• South West – £800m – Galliford Try Infrastructure; Taylor Woodrow
• Midlands – £1,250m – BAM Nuttall; Skanska Construction UK
• South East – £1,100m – BAM Nuttall; Balfour Beatty Civil Engineering
• East – £2,800m – Costain; Galliford Try Infrastructure: Skanska Construction UK
• North West, North East, Yorkshire & Humber – £2,000m – Balfour Beatty Civil Engineering;
Costain; and Kier Highways
New study into UK infrastructure resilience
Following the announcement made in the Budget 2018, the National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) has
confirmed that it will conduct a study to examine the resilience of the UK’s infrastructure. The study
will analyse the action the "government should take to ensure that infrastructure can cope with future
changes, disruptions, shocks and accidents".
The NIC will publish its final report and recommendations in spring 2020.
According to the NIC, "services like utilities, transport and telecommunications are becoming
increasingly sophisticated and interdependent. While this has enabled efficiency improvements and
better delivery, infrastructure systems are now more vulnerable and if disrupted can have a very
significant impact on people’s lives".
https://www.nic.org.uk/news/new-resilience-study-to-examine-how-infrastructure-can-withstandfuture-challenges/

ORR approves Network Rail’s £35bn plans to boost UK railways
The Office of Rail and Road (ORR) has given the green light to £35bn plans to make the UK’s rail network
more reliable and more focused on passengers’ needs. Control Period 6 (CP6) is set to commence on 1
April and the ORR has backed plans for increased investment in research & development (R&D) with a
GB-wide fund of £245m to be spent on projects with £26m funded by the Scotland route settlement.
The final determination documents state how the UK rail network has supported more than a doubling
of passenger journeys over the last 20 years, while franchised passenger revenues have risen by 135% in
real terms. This means funding needs to be set aside to ensure ongoing maintenance and renewal is kept
at the forefront.
A total of £4bn is ring-fenced for Scotland’s railways and the regulator has set out what Network Rail
will be expected to deliver in Scotland. Specific measures include delivering journey time improvements
for both passenger and freight operators and achieve a punctuality target of 92.5%.

Homes England launches Strategic Plan 2018/19 – 2022/23
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7
52686/Homes_England_Strategic_Plan_AW_REV_150dpi_REV.pdf
CBI: Apprenticeship Levy reform
The government has now publicly accepted the need for reform, announcing three CBI recommendations
as policy changes:
• Increasing the proportion of funds employers can transfer from 10% to 25%, which will allow
more firms and apprentices in supply chains to benefit
• Properly resourcing the Institute for Apprenticeships to speed up the approval of apprenticeship
standards and better regulate the 20% off-the-job requirement
• A commitment to start discussing what a more flexible ‘skills levy’ could look like post-2020 to
support the development of the skilled workforce business needs
New route linking the M54 to the M6 announced
Highways England has announced that "commuters travelling through the Midlands are set to benefit
from a new multi-million-pound route linking the M54 to the M6". The preferred route for the proposed
M54 to M6/M6 (Toll) Link Road is based on "option B" and a statutory consultation on the proposals is
expected to take place in 2019 prior to Highways England submitting its application for a Development
Consent Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008 to authorise its plans in 2020.
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/m54-to-m6m6-toll-link-road/
Late payers threatened with government investigation
Minister for small business Kelly Tolhurst has told MPs that Prompt Payment Code signatories who do not
adhere to its terms will be investigated. Ms Tolhurst told the business, energy and industrial strategy
select committee that the move had been introduced last week. ‘We will now investigate all complaints
against signatories of the code and there will be regular reviews of signatories to the code,’ she said.
PPC signatories are meant to pay all suppliers in 60 days and work towards paying them in 30 days.

….and Government pledges five day payment for small firms
Small to medium-sized firms are being promised five-day payment terms from Government as part of a
fresh push to stamp out late payment. The move to pay 90% of undisputed invoices from SMEs within
five days, comes as the Government tries to reboot its late payment measures with a call for evidence
on the best way to tackle the scourge once and for all. Among the latest measures being looked at are
forcing company boards to have a non-executive director responsible for prompt payment performance
and empowering trade bodies to highlight the best and worst practices in payment behaviour. The
Government call for evidence will be open until 29 November and the government is encouraging
interested parties to contribute their views to it.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/creating-a-responsible-payment-culture-a-call-forevidence-on-tackling-late-payment
New 'employer toolkit' to support EU staff
The Home Office have launched an official ‘employer toolkit’ aimed at helping HR teams support their
EU staff. Its purpose is to arm employers with practical information on how EU citizens will be able to
apply for ‘settled status’. This is so HR teams are better equipped to answer potential questions and
directly help their EU employees over the next few years.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-employer-toolkit
Skills and Training Fund - up to £10k grant for members with less than 100 employees
CITB established an annual fund of £3m to support small businesses with their training and development
needs. Few CECA members have applied for this funding which is worth £10k a year to a business with
99 employees – there’s a sliding scale. According to the records, more than half CECA members would
be entitled to apply. The closing date is: March 2019. To be eligible for funding companies must:
•
Have fewer than 100 PAYE staff
•
Be up to date with CITB Levy payments and Levy Returns
•
Be CITB registered
https://www.citb.co.uk/funding/types-of-funding/skills-and-training/
…and launches new £5m fund
CITB will welcome applications from organisations that work with one or more of these groups, to help
them find work in construction:
• Young people not in education, training or work, particularly where existing networks are
already in place
• Long-term unemployed
• Service Leavers who left the military at least 12 months ago
• Women wishing to join construction
• Full-time learners (focussed on CBE diploma students)
http://elinkeu.clickdimensions.com/m/1/84168655/p1-b183025dc525a607fc4285a3030f4aeecca751/1/99/e9e62d1f-0534-4dc5-83cc-83b9be75c79b
Court of Appeal: entitlement to a second adjudication for clients
The Court of Appeal has confirmed, in S&T (UK) Ltd v Grove Developments Ltd, an employer is entitled
to run a second adjudication to determine the ‘true’ value of an interim application for payment, even
if the employer’s payment notice and payless notice were invalid.
News from ACAS
Acas Employers Network Forum, Mock Mediation, Manchester, 22 November 2018
https://northwest.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/r/E283F0043100942E2540EF23F30FEDED/E689D34E57BA8F
7FA2432AF2E34A2A5F

North West – and the North
CECA North West calls for certainty over Moorside
CECA North West today asked for clarity from Government regarding plans for a new nuclear power
station at Moorside in Cumbria, after Toshiba’s decision to wind up its nuclear arm NuGen threw plans
for the scheme into doubt.
https://www.ceca.co.uk/ceca-north-west-calls-for-certainty-over-moorside/
£12.4m cash injection for pothole repairs in Greater Manchester
Greater Manchester will get an extra £12.4m cash injection to tackle potholes after a freezing winter
and scorching summer have left many roads in a crumbling state. The funding will come from the £420m
announced by the Chancellor in the Autumn budget, with Manchester, Stockport and Bolton to benefit
from the biggest shares.
…. and Government allocates £13m to fix North Yorkshire's roads
Extra government funding to fix North Yorkshire’s roads has been welcomed by the county council. With
5,800 miles of road, North Yorkshire has one of the largest highway networks in the country. This week
the government announced £13.743m for highway maintenance across the county.
City leaders back Everton Stadium plans
Some of Liverpool’s leading figures have thrown their support behind Everton’s plans for a new stadium
at Bramley-Moore Dock after the football club launched a public consultation into the plans last week.
Signatories including John Irving, chief executive of Liverpool John Lennon Airport, Knowledge Quarter
chief executive Colin Sinclair, and Erika Rushton, chair of Baltic Creative CIC have all lent their support
to the letter, which urges the public and civic leaders to back the project.
Everton’s plans will see a new stadium built at Bramley-Moore Dock while its former stadium at
Goodison Park will be redeveloped for a community-focussed project, including health facilities,
education, community meetings rooms, leisure, and housing.
Sefton loses judicial review on A5036 route
Sefton Council has lost its legal fight to order Highways England to re-consult on proposals to ease
traffic on the A5036 Dunnings Bridge Road by building a dual carriageway through Rimrose Valley
country park. Dunnings Bridge Road is the main route from the motorway network through South Sefton
to the Port of Liverpool, and its congestion has long been a point of contention. But when consulting on
its port access project, HE only considered two options, the £250m Rimrose route and a revamped
Dunnings Bridge Road. Following a High Court hearing in Manchester on October 23, a judgement has
been issued dismissing the application, with Mr Justice Kerr ruling that he would not order Highways
England to re-open consultation.
Oxford Road Corridor plan identifies four development sites
Manchester City Council’s executive has endorsed plans to bring forward a strategic regeneration
framework for the Oxford Road Corridor, set to see more than 4m sq ft of development by 2025,
focussed on four sites offering commercial space for science, health, and technology. The draft
framework, which looks to take advantage of the growing commercial, health, science, and education
clusters in the area, is split into four key sites: Upper Brook Street, the former Elizabeth Gaskell
Campus, Willmott Street, and Birchall Way.
Green light for Surf Snowdonia expansion
Plans for an activity centre and 106-bedroom hotel at the Surf Snowdonia Adventure Parc can proceed
after Conwy Council’s planning committee gave a “minded to approve” verdict.

West Cumbria Mining announces date for end of year update event
West Cumbria Mining will be hosting its end of year update event at its Haig Office on Thursday 13th
December between 12:00 and 19:00 hrs.
…. and Ian Rae appointed Head of Programme at West Cumbria Mining
WCM is delighted to announce the appointment of Ian Rae as Head of Programme, who joins from NuGen
New £500m fund to transform Liverpool City Region’s economy announced
A £500 million fund to help transform the city region’s economy has been announced. Liverpool City
Region Combined Authority’s Strategic Investment Fund is aimed at creating high-quality jobs and
boosting living standards. Around £100 million will be available in the first year of the fund, rising to
£500 million over four years. The Combined Authority has already identified projects which can receive
support from the fund including:
• Ultra-fast broadband for every borough
• A new smart ticketing system to replace the Walrus card
• Help for high streets
• A new generation of Mersey Ferries
Transport Infrastructure: The catalyst for powerhouse growth, York, 30 November 2018
This includes an address from Andrew Haines, newly appointed CEO of Network Rail. There’s a good
line-up of speakers and it is being held in a venue adjacent to York Station. Please state if you are a
CECA member, as there is a potential discount from the organisers.
https://www.themetclub.co.uk/event/the-catalyst-for-powerhouse-growth-30th-november/
M65 motorway 'could be extended from Lancashire into Yorkshire'
The M65 motorway could be extended across the Pennines into Yorkshire under plans being considered
by transport officials. Strategic body Transport for the North (TfN) has confirmed that it is working on
an appraisal of possible dual carriageway routes between the Lancashire town of Colne, where the M65
currently ends, and the A1(M) in Yorkshire.
Launch of Investing in the Future report
The launch of a new report by Metro-Dynamics “Investing in the Future” to promote investment in
infrastructure in UK regions.
When: 26 November 2018, 2:30pm – 4:30pm, refreshments served from 2:00pm
Where: The Park Royal Hotel, Stretton Road, Stretton, Warrington WA4 4NS
Keynote speeches and presentations will be given by:
•
Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester
•
Steve Rotheram, Mayor of Liverpool City Region
•
Ben Lucas, Managing Director, Metro-Dynamics
•
Neil Lees, Deputy Chairman, The Peel Group.
Places are limited so please reply to corporateaffairs@peel.co.uk as soon as possible.
Progress report: Greater Manchester Local Industrial Strategy, October 2018
This progress statement sets out plans for delivering a Strategy by March 2019, and highlights emerging
priorities for Greater Manchester’s Local Industrial Strategy.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/7
52671/beis-local-industrial-strategy-progress-update-greater-manchester.pdf
Government’s ‘cast-iron’ commitment to Cumbria’s roads
Major investment to make better journeys in Cumbria and consultation regarding congestion and safety
on the A595 link near Whitehaven launched.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/governments-cast-iron-commitment-to-cumbrias-roads

Liverpool launches £30m roads framework
Liverpool City Council has launched a four-year framework for the delivery of reactive highway works.
Subject to both the consent of the framework manager and to entering into an access agreement with
the employer, the Liverpool city region’s other local authorities, namely Halton, St Helens, Knowsley,
Sefton and Wirral will also be permitted to procure works and services under the framework, along with
subsidiaries, affiliated or joint venture bodies the councils are involved in.
The framework comprises ten lots:
Lot 1: General civil engineering: 6 applicants progressing to invitation-to-tender stage, 3 to contract
award,
Lot 2: Bridges and other structures: 5 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award
Lot 3: Drainage including gullies: 5 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award
Lot 4: Fencing and barriers: 5 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award
Lot 5: Road markings: 5 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award,
Lot 6: Street lighting and electrical works: 6 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award
Lot 7: Site investigation, surveys: 5 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award
Lot 8: Specialist surfacing: 5 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award
Lot 9: Traffic signs: 5 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award
Lot 10: Watercourses: 5 to ITT stage, 3 to contract award.
The framework will effectively replace the council’s previous contract with Amey, which was cancelled
by mutual consent earlier this year.
'Build east-west HS3 across the North before HS2', says Labour ex-Minister Caroline Flint
A former Minister called for new cross-Pennine rail links to be built before HS2 as the scale of rail
passenger anger in the North was laid bare by official figures. There were 63 per cent more complaints
from Northern rail passengers between April and June this year and 21 per cent more on TransPennine
Express compared with the same period last year, Office of Rail and Road (ORR) data shows Northern
had services crippled on many routes when new timetables were introduced on May 20, with the number
of daily trains cancelled reaching 310 and there was also a knock-on effect which caused widespread
problems for TPE.
Runcorn Station Quarter set for council sign-off
Halton Borough Council is set to endorse an “aspirational and transformational” masterplan for a
development area focussed around Runcorn’s railway station.
The masterplan’s aim is to provide a new gateway into Runcorn and the wider Liverpool City Region by
regenerating an area around the town’s station, with a mix of land uses proposed.
Key to the masterplan is a series of infrastructure works: these include revised access on to the Silver
Jubilee Bridge; delinking and demolition of the structures carrying traffic from the bridge to the Weston
Point Expressway; construction of a new roundabout to link the Daresbury Expressway and Weston Point;
and the permanent stopping-up of highways that are no longer needed.
DCO submitted for Preston Western Distributor
Robertson Group and the Tom Barron Pension Fund have submitted a development consent order for
Preston’s £190m Western Distributor link road directly to the Secretary of State after discussions with
Lancashire County Council broke down.
Lancashire County Council approved a planning application for the road, which is due to link the M55
with the A583 Riversway to the west of the city, in October last year, and a business case was signed off
in January this year, despite costs on the project rising by around £60m.
The compulsory purchase order and land assembly process was signed off in February this year.

Northern Powerhouse Rail gets £37m boost
A matter of days after the Government agreed a £350m short-term loan to London’s delayed Crossrail
project, the Chancellor’s Budget has earmarked £37m towards supporting the development of Northern
Powerhouse Rail.
…. with construction earmarked for 2020 start
Construction of the Northern Powerhouse Rail line could begin as soon as 2020, it has been revealed.
Transport for the North (TfN) is finalising proposals to submit to the government in December. If given
the go ahead TfN claims that construction could start in 2020. Dubbed “Crossrail for the North”, the rail
line will connect Hull, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle and Sheffield with a “metro-style”
service. The route will also be integrated with High Speed 2 stations and Manchester Airport.
£24m for Parkside Link Road
A funding boost worth £24m for the Parkside Link Road project – which is expected to lead to the
creation of 3,000 new jobs – has been approved.
The 3.3km road will connect the A49 in Newton-le-Willows directly with the M6 at junction 22, and will
act as a bypass to divert traffic away from Winwick and Hermitage Green. It has also been designed to
unlock significant commercial development and wider economic benefits to the area. The total scheme
will cost in the region of £40m, with the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority providing £23.8m.
HS2 starts contractor consultation for £3.5bn Crewe link
HS2 has started contractor consultations to build the West Midlands to Crewe section of the high speed
railway. The 58km route, known as section 2a forms the first part of the western leg of HS2 Phase Two
and is expected to cost around £3.5bn to deliver. Phase 2a interfaces with Phase One in the West
Midlands and with the existing West Coast Mainline, south of Crewe and will run through largely
farmland, but also includes housing areas and towns. The project will involve boring a 2.1km long
tunnel, 8km of viaducts and constructing 61 bridges. Also it will require contractors to create 19m cu m
of embankments, 20m cu m of cuttings as well as a new maintenance depot.
Special 400m platforms will be built at Crewe to allow longer HS2 trains to split and join, opening up
opportunities to serve more destinations including Stoke-on-Trent.
Contractors wishing to express an interest can register with the HS2 market engagement website:
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Phase2AMarketEngagement/
Bid race for £25m Poynton Relief Road
Cheshire East Council has started the hunt for a design and build contractor to deliver the £25m Poynton
relief road. This involves delivery of a new 3km single carriageway linking the A6 Manchester Airport
relief road to the A523 London Road.
The project forms part of the South East Manchester Multi-Modal Scheme to improve existing transport
links on the south east side of Greater Manchester.
It will encourage the regeneration of Poynton, Macclesfield and the north of the area.
The scheme will require a new road bridge to allow the proposed relief road to pass beneath the
existing Chester Road and two additional bridges to allow existing public rights of way to pass over the
proposed relief road. Landscaping and environmental mitigation works are proposed for great crested
newts, bats and other environmental flora and fauna.
Interested firms must return PQQs by 23 November with shortlisted firms invited to tender on 14
January 2019. Work is anticipated to take around 14 months.
See the Tenders section for contact details.
The Manchester Lecture 2019: Trains, planes & automobiles, 17 January 2019
https://www.cices.org/news/events/manchester-lecture/

Tenders
Design and Construction of Poynton Relief Road
Expressions of interest close on 23/11/2018.
Contact: Steve Mellor, Cheshire East Council, Email: steve.mellor@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Register via The Chest: https://www.the-chest.org.uk/
Spital Park & Ride Design & Build Contract
Expressions of interest close on 06/12/2018.
Contact: Merseytravel, Email: tender@merseytravel.gov.uk
Register via The Chest: https://www.the-chest.org.uk/
Oldham - Construction and Highways Works & Services Framework
Expressions of interest close on 26/11/2018.
Contact: Jay Thind, Oldham Council, Email: jay.thind@oldham.gov.uk
Register via The Chest: https://www.the-chest.org.uk/
Liverpool: Highways Reactive (Core) Works Framework
Expressions of interest close on 04/12/2018.
Contact: Phil Gardener, Liverpool City Council, Email: phil.gardener@liverpool.gov.uk
Register via The Chest: https://www.the-chest.org.uk/
Structural and Civil Engineering Services for the Rochdale Town Hall HLF project
Expressions of interest close on 26/11/2018.
Contact: Robin Gwilym, Rochdale MBC, Email: robyn.gwilym@star-procurement.gov.uk
Register via The Chest: https://www.the-chest.org.uk/

….and finally
The World's Most Remote Buildings on show
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGS53t8ZbO8

