
CECA: Recognition Of Social Value In Benchmarking ‘The Future’ Of Successful Project Delivery

Civils contractors today said that the recognition of the role of social value of infrastructure projects in benchmarking 
project delivery will be a crucial aspect in evaluating the UK’s infrastructure needs in the coming years.

The Infrastructure and Projects Authority (IPA) has today published Best Practice in Benchmarking, which emphasises 
the need to ensure that infrastructure projects drive increases in productivity and improve environmental and social 
outcomes for citizens.2

Commenting, Director of External Affairs for the Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA) Marie-Claude 
Hemming said: “We welcome the steps the IPA has taken to implement a new regime of benchmarking projects.

“The use of data from a range of projects in benchmarking project delivery will better inform how investment in 
infrastructure should be deployed to maximise the benefits for businesses and communities across the UK.

“In particular, we are delighted to see that the IPA has recommended that the social and environmental outcomes of 
infrastructure investment are factored into investment decisions, which recent CECA research has highlighted as key 
to successfully making the business case for schemes that will rebalance the economy, drive economic growth, and 
transform the lives of their users.3

“Investment decisions are best taken on a long-term basis to address future challenges and needs. By implementing 
a benchmarking regime that recognises the social and environmental benefits of infrastructure, the UK can move 
towards a more successful project delivery model that will benefit UK citizens and UK plc alike.”

< ENDS >

Notes to editors

1.	 The Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA) represents over 300 contractors of all sizes, covering approximately 80% of the civil engineering market in 
Great Britain. Our members build infrastructure that provides the basis for economic sustainability and quality of life in communities across the country.

2.	 The IPA’s Best Practice in Benchmarking is available to download at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/782638/6.5341_IPA_Benchmarking_doc_FINAL_Web.pdf.

3.	 CECA/Cebr, The social benefits of infrastructure investment (December 2018),  https://www.ceca.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Cebr-CECA-report-The-
Social-Benefits-of-Infrastructure-Investment-FINAL-December-2018-compressed-2.pdf .
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