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CECA: Infrastructure Offers Route To Recovery

Civils contractors today said that a fall in construction output in Q1 was to be expected in the context of the Covid-19
pandemic, but that investment in infrastructure offers the quickest route to recovery for the UK economy.

According to the Office for National Statistics construction output fell by 2.6 per cent in Q1 2020, driven by a 2.1 per
cent decrease in new work, and a 3.5 per cent decrease in repair and maintenance.

Commenting, Director of External Affairs for the Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA) Marie-Claude
Hemming said: “Given many construction sites were paused in March to ensure they could operate safely, it is no
surprise that there has been a drop in activity.

“And like all sectors of the economy, the construction industry is facing bleak prospects in the months ahead.

“Government support for businesses and employees has been outstanding, but it is clear that concerted action will
have to be taken to return the economy to growth and ensure a speedy recovery from Covid-19.

“That’s why we’re calling on Government to continue to work with industry to develop a targeted plan of investments
to get schemes forward to market as quickly as possible in the coming months.

“We know that investment in infrastructure creates jobs and drives growth. Before the crisis hit, the UK Government
had rightly set out a bold vision to ‘level up’ the country through investment in transport and utilities. It is time to
remain true to that vision and ensure an infrastructure-led recovery for the whole of the UK.”
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Notes to Editors

1. The Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA) represents over 300 contractors of all sizes, covering approximately 80% of the civil engineering market in Great Britain. Our members build
infrastructure that provides the basis for economic sustainability and quality of life in communities across the country.

2. The ONS Publication Construction output in Great Britain: March 2020 and New Orders January to March 2020 is available to download here.

For more information, please contact Huston Gilmore on 0207 340 0450 or e-mail hustongilmore@ceca.co.uk
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/bulletins/constructionoutputingreatbritain/march2020andnewordersjanuarytomarch2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/860669/PBS_and_Salary_Thresholds_Report_MAC.pdf

