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Future of Rural Mobility Study

“Midlands Connect is the 
strategic transport 
partnership of our region. 
We turn evidence into 
investment for long-term 
projects that will deliver 
real economic, social and 
environmental benefits for 
the Midlands and the UK”
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The Future of Rural Mobility Study

• Commissioned the University of 
Lincoln on behalf of our partners

• Focused on the human and business 
needs of rural areas

• Assessed new and future mobility 
tools

• Toolkit/menu of options including 
technical and non-technical
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Rural areas are different

• Not homogenous

• Varied economy

• Ageing population

• Reduced bus services

• ‘Last mile’ concept
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Geography of need
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Three broad options of serving rural mobility needs

• Taking people to places

• Taking goods and services to people

• Replacing transport with communications
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Phase 2: exploring rural hubs

FoRMS phase 2 aims to:

• Develop guidance for local authorities
• Identification of hub locations and requirements
• Commercial considerations

• Identify broad hub opportunities within Midlands Connect area
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What are hubs and how do they improve rural mobility?

A local hub is a public space which is designed to 
accommodate multiple local level activities, and to 
provide transport services, supporting access to 
nearby communities

Benefits:
• Reducing length of the “Last Mile” 
• A public space with many potential activities
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Phase 2: developing guidance on rural hubs

Typology and 
characteristics

Commercial 
considerations

Application of 
technology
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Typology and characteristics identification 

Broad steps:
• Case studies 

• Rural typologies

• Rural personas

• Hub components and concepts
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Phase 2: developing guidance on rural hubs

Typology and 
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Next steps

• Just commented the draft guidance

• Guidance applied in four pilot areas 

• Share it!
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