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why does 
resilience 

matter?
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slowing 
the flow
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“do the 
green 

bits 
first”
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Taking a catchment view
We know that by looking at the whole catchment using a 
Green First approach we may also solve other challenges, 
such as pollution or flooding reduction. 

Green First assumes that a nature-based (green) solution 
will be considered from the outset.

We will make best value decisions to determine if the 
solution needs to be adapted and amended from this 
starting point. 

This approach will maximise the potential to prioritise 
nature-based solutions to resolve business needs.

Green Solutions
✓ Slowing the flow
✓ Ecologically-driven 

processes
✓ Wider benefits for 

people & place

Blue Solutions
✓ Managing the flow
✓ Reducing or removing 

rainfall, inflow and 
infiltration

✓ Avoiding pumping & 
treatment

Grey Solutions
✓ Storing the flow
✓ Increasing speed through the 

system
✓ Increasing treatment capacity

Our Green First Approach
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Invasive dogs
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Our AMP8 Targets for Green First
Delivering spill reductions

291 
Storm Overflows

30

AMP8 Storm 
Overflow 

Programme

Decision-making 
Framework

We’ll triage our full 
AMP8 programme to 

look for 
opportunities to 

deliver green & blue 
solutions

Flow 
Reductions

We’ll demonstrate 
Green solutions at 

30 overflows in 
AMP8

Green Solutions
✓ Slowing the flow
✓ Ecologically-

driven processes
✓ Wider benefits 

for people & 
place

Blue Solutions
✓ Managing the flow
✓ Reducing or removing rainfall, 

inflow and infiltration
✓ Avoiding pumping & treatment

1
Green and Blue 

solutions will deliver 
50% of the flow 

reductions needed 
to achieve our spill 

targets 

2 3



Green Solutions - Rural

Upstream catchment 
management
• Ponds
• On contour swales
• Leaky dams

Eliminate 
flows

Reduce flows
Attenuate 

flows

Increase 
network 
capacity

Green Solutions
✓ Slowing the flow
✓ Ecologically-driven 

processes
✓ Wider benefits for 

people & place



Green & Blue Solutions - Urban

Sustainable Urban 
Drainage 
• Rain Gardens 
• Tree pits
• Swales & Ponds
• Permeable Paving
• Surface water 

disconnection

Eliminate 
flows

Reduce flows
Attenuate 

flows

Increase 
network 
capacity

Green Solutions
✓ Slowing the flow
✓ Ecologically-driven 

processes
✓ Wider benefits for 

people & place

Blue Solutions
✓ Managing the flow
✓ Reducing or removing 

rainfall, inflow and 
infiltration

✓ Avoiding pumping & 
treatment

Infiltration Reduction 
• Sewer Repair
• Sewer Relining



Green & Blue Solutions – Property level

Rainwater Harvesting
• Smart water butts
• Leaky water butts
• Community-scale 

approaches
• Commercial 

premises
Soakaways
Raised planters

Eliminate 
flows

Reduce flows
Attenuate 

flows

Increase 
network 
capacity

Green Solutions
✓ Slowing the flow
✓ Ecologically-driven 

processes
✓ Wider benefits for 

people & place

Blue Solutions
✓ Managing the flow
✓ Reducing or removing 

rainfall, inflow and 
infiltration

✓ Avoiding pumping & 
treatment



Green & Blue Solutions – Increase network capacity

Eliminate 
flows

Reduce flows
Attenuate 

flows

Increase 
network 
capacity

Green Solutions
✓ Slowing the flow
✓ Ecologically-driven 

processes
✓ Wider benefits for 

people & place

Blue Solutions
✓ Managing the flow
✓ Reducing or removing 

rainfall, inflow and 
infiltration

✓ Avoiding pumping & 
treatment

Treatment 
Wetlands
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